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           Bush Will Bid to Soften Foreign-Policy Image

                                                                 By JOHN D. MCKINNON


WASHINGTON -- President George W. Bush plans a series of events this month to soften his cowboy image on foreign policy and tout his administration's success in working with other countries.
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The push could provide a bit of political aid to Republicans, including presidential nominee John McCain. Public dissatisfaction with the Iraq war and Mr. Bush remains deep despite improving security in Iraq. The latest Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll1 placed Mr. Bush's job-approval rating at 34% -- up from his lowest rating, 27%, in April.

A senior administration official said undercutting the cowboy caricature would be a theme of some of Mr. Bush's foreign-policy events, particularly some being planned around the opening of the United Nations General Assembly this month in New York. The administration long has chafed at the cowboy characterization, even when it comes to the decision to invade Iraq.

The official said that with the exception of the Kyoto climate-change accord, Mr. Bush "has done everything on a multilateral basis," including the Iraq invasion, the talks over halting nuclear programs in Iran and North Korea and the recent Russian incursion into Georgia.

"It's insulting that just because France and Germany didn't support [the Iraq invasion], that it was the U.S. acting unilaterally," the official added. "It's insulting to all the other countries that participated."

In addition to the president's customary address to the U.N., events tied to the assembly's Sept. 22 opening include a thank-you reception for the countries that contributed troops to the Iraq effort. Mr. Bush also will meet with democracy advocates and with representatives of Western Hemisphere countries that have signed trade deals with the U.S.

"All of the president's events will stress the importance of effective multilateral action in promoting freedom and democratic governance, addressing terrorism, and reducing barriers to international trade and investment," the White House said in a statement.

Mr. Bush also will meet with a number of foreign heads of state in coming weeks, the White House said Friday. His schedule includes leaders of Colombia, Panama and Kuwait next week, with those from Afghanistan, Lebanon, Lithuania, India, the Palestinian Territories and Italy coming as well.
